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WELLER PARTNERSHIPS

HOTEL ESENCIA, MEXICO

Originally built as the private home of an Italian
duchess, this 50-acre estate sits halfway
between Tulum and Playa del Carmen - and
yet, miraculously, it still feels like a hush-hush
secret hideaway. Here on one of the only
remaining undeveloped shores of the Riviera
Maya, the Yucatan jungle meets the white sand
of Xpu-Ha beach, where each year sea turtles
make their nests. Splash out on one of the new,
all-white penthouse suites (one comes with its
own private section of beach; another, a heated
plunge pool and Champagne bar) and spend
go-slow days drifting between a hammock, the
spa and sensational snorkelling on the barrier
reef, a five-minute catamaran ride away (there
are Mayan ruins nearby, too). After a seafood
supper at Mistura restaurant, the beach baris a
romantic spot for a few Oaxacan daiquiris.

: (%™  SHANGRI-LAS RASA RIA RESORT
CONSTANCE EPHELIA, St = &SPA.BORN
SEYCHELLES ol
Overlooking Port Launay Marine
National Park from its headland perch
on the island of Mahé, this resort
tumbles down onto two white-sand
beaches. Everything feels supersized,
from the spacious palm-thatched
suites and secluded hillside villas to the
U Spa by Constance — the largest in
the Indian Ocean - which has a steam
room and sauna, yoga pavilion and
treatment huts dotted among the trees
for a relaxing couple’s massage. Not to
mention the dizzying number of bars
and restaurants; book ahead for dinner
at the smartest, Cyann, where chefs
fuse French cooking techniques with
Asian influences. There are all kinds of
sports, from tennis, squash and diving
to zip-lining and rock climbing, or
simply flop by one of the pools, sip
refreshing juices and soak up the
surroundings. constanc




